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New Training and Publication 
Materials 

The report on the fire entrapment 
incident on the Butte Fire, Salmon 
National Forest, indicates 60 lives 
were saved by fire shelters. Over 100 
additional shelters were deployed dur- 
ing 1985. We further estimate two 
dozen additional lives have been 
saved by fire shelters since their use 
became mandatory on the fireline by 
some agencies in 1977. 

Virtually everyone interviewed fol- 
lowing entrapment situations believed 
hands-on shelter training is essential. 
Missoula Equipment Development 
Center’s (MEDC) field trail publica- 
tion “Your Fire Shelter” (August 
1984) contains the most up-to-date in- 
formation on fire shelter use and in- 
spection. Key firefighting personnel 
tion. It includes such features as de- 
ploying your shelter, entrapment, in- 
spection, and care and handling. 

In addition, MEDC is in the proc- 
ess of updating the 16mm film on the 
use of the fire shelter, entitled “Your 
Way Out,” to reflect important infor- 
mation gained through actual experi- 
ences. It should be available in the 
fall of 1986. 

The life-saving success brought 
about by the use of shelters is unques- 
tionable; however, steps need to be 
taken to ensure these successes do not 
develop into a complacency about fire 
safety or a reliance upon the fire shel- 
ter as something more than what it 
was intended for—a lasi resort. 
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